
Sun. Nov 21, 2021

9:30am

Web: www.uccpetaluma.org

Facebook: UCC Petaluma

Email: uccpetaluma@gmail.com

To Heal, Inspire and Empower in the Way of Jesus

So that all people may create lives of deeper meaning and greater value.

News & Opportunities
for Sunday and Beyond...

Transgender Day of Remembrance

Every Nov. 20, (and on the nearest Sunday), Open and Affirming congregations unite

with the transgender and nonbinary community to grieve the loss to violence of our

transgender neighbors, historically women of color, in the United States and

throughout the world. We honor their lives, and renew our commitment to struggle

with our trans/nonbinary siblings for a world where fear and hatred of “other” is

released from human hearts. https://openandaffirming.org/resources/transgender/

Petaluma Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship Gathering - Nov 23 on Zoom

Our congregation has been blessed to host this wonderful hour of thanksgiving with the

broad landscape of religious and other traditions in Petaluma. This year the gathering

will be held live on Zoom from St John’s Episcopal Tuesday, Nov, 23 at 7pm. Click Here

or follow this link to attend: https://fb.me/e/2BFQ4NjMY

Council Positions for 2022 are Open for You to Make a Difference!

Our nominating committee:  Joyce Zeeb, Cynthia Eggers, Mark Shelton and Kim

Shippey invite you to consider several open positions on the UCCP Church Council.

Are you a person with interest, enthusiasm, skills and talents to share?  Currently, the

positions of Vice Moderator, Clerk, Caring Ministries , Worship and Spiritual Life, and

an “At Large” position are open.  If you have interest, questions, please reach out to any

one of us.  You can also check with Pastor Jason, or any of current council members.

Would you like to build and adorn this year’s Sukkah for Christmas?

It will take 3-4 people working together to assemble the simple structure that will

frame our Christmas Eve worship. From it’s simple beginnings it will then need

adornment. So if you like to put things together or decorate for the Fall-Winter, please

reach out. If we get enough volunteers, we’ll have a beautiful cneter-peice for us all to

enjoy through Advent toward Epiphany!.

http://www.uccpetaluma.org
https://www.facebook.com/UCC-Petaluma-106649196048105/?ref=bookmarks
https://openandaffirming.org/resources/transgender/
https://fb.me/e/2BFQ4NjMY
https://fb.me/e/2BFQ4NjMY


Redwood Chorale Live - 2 performances

The California Redwood Chorale, a 45 voice ensemble who recently began rehearsing at

UCCP, will perform twice this month. We are encouraged to attend!

Sat Nov 27 3pm at St Stephens in Sebastopol

Sun Nov 28 3pm at Church of Incarnation Santa Rosa

Tickets at $25 - you must be vaccinated and masked to attend

More information at their website: www.californiaredwoodchorale.org

Tickets: https://brownpapertickets.com/event/5270234

We Win! - Petaluma wins $1 Million Cool Cities Challenge

Petaluma is one of three cities in California to have been awarded a $1million dollar

grant to support neighborhood and city-wide organizing to support climate and

disaster readiness. This is an extraordinary achievement for a ity our size. Thanks to

those of you who volunteered to be block organizers. You can still join in the program

in many ways.  For more information, please contact Pr. Jason. Click the link for more

details on how the program will roll out. https://aqus.com/coolpetalumapressrelease/

UCC Religious Education

Our Youth and families took an all ages field trip to "Life On Earth Art." It is a working

art gallery with the intention to bring people together to create, heal, and amplify

compassion for self, others, and our planet. Artist Tracy Ferron is the founder of Life on

Earth Art, began the project with the intention of exploring the transformative power of

art and how it assists in healing personal and collective trauma. The gallery houses

hearts with wings of all sizes, small & large pieces, all displayed in myriad ways.

Throughout the space there are photos and displays which artistically represent trauma

through mental health, incarceration or social injustices of many types. You can simply

go look or get hands on by making wings out of paper mache type molds.In these

photos, our people are the living art!  In the words of Rumi...

You were born with potential. You were born with goodness and trust.

You were born with ideals and dreams. You were born with greatness.

You were born with wings. You are not meant for crawling, so don’t.

You have wings. Learn to use them and fly.

http://www.californiaredwoodchorale.org
https://brownpapertickets.com/event/5270234
https://aqus.com/coolpetalumapressrelease/


Take Just Action for Healthcare Justice for All!

The Women’s Health Protection Act will enact protections on the federal level to

safeguard access to high-quality care and to secure constitutional rights by protecting

patients and providers from political or religious interference. It would bar state and

federal legislation that imposes medically unnecessary regulations on access to

abortion services including medication, mandatory waiting periods, or out and out

abortion bans. The full range of reproductive health care for all  is an imperative rooted

in our deeply-held beliefs in social justice, moral agency, and religious liberty for all.

Click Here to contact your member of Congress to support passage of the Women’s

Health Protection Act. It takes less than a minute!

Your Spirituality in Action - Email your representative today!

Take just a minute, right now, to email your representative Jared Huffman at

https://huffman.house.gov/contact/email-me.  Ask him to cosponsor H.R. 4693, the

Global Malnutrition Prevention and Treatment Act. (He still hasn't done so.)  This bill

will significantly increase the effectiveness of U.S. government nutrition programs by

making them more integrated, coordinated, and effective. This bill will impact the

nutrition of tens of millions of women and young children. The bill makes nutrition an

even higher priority for the U.S. government, led by the U.S. Agency for International

Development (USAID). It establishes a five-year strategy to support countries in

implementing their plans to prevent and treat malnutrition.

Click Here for more information

UCC Book Group reading "Radical Amazement"” unifies the worlds of science

and religion, weaving profound spiritual lessons from our new knowledge. Through

thoughtful and practical reflections, enhanced by prayers and meditations, Judy

Cannato reveals the connectedness of all creation and invites us to explore the harmony

of science and spirituality.” Contact Paul Eklof to learn how to join the next gathering

with this book Dec 16 at 10am by zoom. peklof@pacbell.net

https://p2a.co/XvWIt45?inf_contact_key=8155aca03fb936700f7aa035ad4ceecd842e902fbefb79ab9abae13bfcb46658
https://huffman.house.gov/contact/email-me
https://bread.org/sites/default/files/global-malnutrition-fact-sheet-2021_2.pdf
mailto:peklof@pacbell.net


NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1:  Lynn Berard

5:  Ruth Jacobsen

12: Kirsten Smith

15:  Laura Roberts

16:  Gertrude Philipp

24: Keenan Foster

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

9:   Jennifer Yount and Lynn Sletto

15:  Tom and Kathy Brandal

24:   Lance and Laura Roberts

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

9:   Mary Rice

11:   Peggy Perkins

16:   Chris Washowich

20:  Jim McClure

21:  Simone Smith ‘00

22:  Rob Ruddell

23:  Sara Holiday

25:  Virginia Breedlove

28:  Paul Eklof

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

3:  Marv and Betsy Ashman

18:  Dave and Mary Rice

28:  Rod and Chris Washowich



Sunday Nov 21, 2021

Preparation

This Sunday we conclude a series exploring a biblical understanding and practice of

Love in conversation with the psychological and socio-political writings of Erich

Fromm and Bell Hooks. As this is a sermon-teaching series and not a book study, it is

not necessary to purchase books by either author. If you would like to study the works

from which inspiration for this series has arisen, please see:  The Art of Loving by Erich

Fromm and All About Love by Bell Hooks. Please note, these books contain dated

material that uses language and moral assumptions that many today find unhelpful, if

not violent, towards marginalized groups.  I reference these works for their scholarship

on the history and practice of the Work of Love and choose to forgive their archaic

sociological and linguistic lenses.

A Working Definition of Love

“The practiced-ability to set forth one’s Life for the purpose of nurturing the

Divine-humanity of self and others.

Prelude
Variations on “Waly Walky”

Based on the Traditional Melody (1850) from our Hymnal

Arranged and performed by Al Martin



Congregational Singing

The Water is Wide

Traditional 1850 -  in our Hymnal as the tune Waly Waly

Arrangement by James Taylor

The water is wide, I can't cross o'er

And neither have I wings to fly

Build me a boat, that can carry two

And both shall row, my love and I

There is a ship and she sails the sea

She's loaded deep, as deep can be

But not so deep as the love I’m in

I know not how, I sink or swim

O love is handsome, and love is fine

The sweetest flower when first it's new

Yet Life grows old and waxes cold

And fades away like summer dew

Build me a boat that can carry two

And both shall row, my love and I



Poetry

“The Lanyard”

by Billy Collins

The other day I was ricocheting slowly off the blue walls of this room,

moving as if underwater from typewriter to piano,

from bookshelf to an envelope lying on the floor,

when I found myself in the L section of the dictionary

where my eyes fell upon the word lanyard.

No cookie nibbled by a French novelist could send one into the past more suddenly-

a past where I sat at a workbench at a camp by a deep Adirondack lake

learning how to braid long thin plastic strips into a lanyard, a gift for my mother.

I had never seen anyone use a lanyard or wear one, if that’s what you did with them,

but that did not keep me from crossing strand over strand again and again

until I had made a boxy red and white lanyard for my mother.

She gave me life and milk from her breasts,

and I gave her a lanyard.

She nursed me in many a sick room, lifted spoons of medicine to my lips,

laid cold face-cloths on my forehead, and then led me out into the airy light

and taught me to walk and swim, and I, in turn, presented her with a lanyard.

Here are thousands of meals, she said, and here is clothing and a good education.

And here is your lanyard, I replied,

which I made with a little help from a counselor.

Here is a breathing body and a beating heart, strong legs, bones and teeth,

and two clear eyes to read the world, she whispered,

and here, I said, is the lanyard I made at camp.

And here, I wish to say to her now,

is a smaller gift—not the worn truth

that you can never repay your mother,

but the rueful admission that when she took

the two-tone lanyard from my hand,

I was as sure as a boy could be

that this useless, worthless thing I wove

out of boredom would be enough to make us even.



Today’s Teaching Scriptures

Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Awaken!  O you who wrestle with God: The Divine beyond name is the God

of our understanding, and this God is One. You shall love the God of your

understanding with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your

exceeding abundance (power). These words to which I give you charge this

day shall be on your heart. Teach them with intention to your children and

speak about them when you are settled in your home and when you are

walking along the way, when you lie down and when you arise.  Bind them

as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write

them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

1Peter 2:4-6

When Jesus’ parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to

him, “Child, why have you created this circumstance? Look, your father and

I have been searching around for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them,

“Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be pursuing

God’s intention?” 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51

Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and followed their

lead. His mother treasured all this in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in

wisdom and in years, and in Divine and human delight.

Postlude

Variations on “Waly Walky”

Based on the Traditional Melody (1850) from our Hymnal

Arranged and performed by Al Martin


