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Preparation for Worship 

 

This Sunday’s Worship begins a four-part series exploring the three core elements of the WHY 

of UCC Petaluma’s Vision-Mission statement: 

 

To Heal, Inspire and Empower in the Way of Jesus 

So that others may create lives of deeper meaning and greater value. 

 

What does it look like to live deeply into the elements of Healing, Inspiration, and 

Empowerment as a way of Life in these times?  Heal, Inspire, and Empower is a powerful 

Trinity that can bless your life’s practice. We begin this week with an orientation to the Wheel 

of the Year which guides us on the journey. The Wheel, because it is both ancient and modern, 

offers a sanctuary from which  to CHOOSE one’s life in relationship to Stories, Festivals, and 

Practices that are not dependent on circumstances.  To practice with the Wheel then is an act 

of radical freedom within one’s circumstance.  By Choosing one’s practice, rather than 

reacting “because of” one’s circumstances, we live into what it really means “to be chosen.” 

(Deuteronomy 7) Choseness is not privilege. To be Chosen is to be called into Responsibility 

for the world as a Servant of all people.  Heal, Inspire, Empower is the Rhythm of that service. 

Let’s explore! 

 

If you don’t have  Wheel of the Year for Winter 2021 on your 

fridge, please click here and print it out, so that you can put it 

somewhere you will encounter it every day and explore it with 

us on Sundays. 

 
 
 
   

 

http://www.uccpetaluma.org/
https://www.facebook.com/UCC-Petaluma-106649196048105/?ref=bookmarks
https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZaS1QXZUmkaScLiFnzboxXacvopemyPxYb7


 
Prelude  (please sing along!) 
 

Imagine 

By John Lennon 

Arrangement by  Al Martin, Music Director 

 
 
 
 
 
Hymn 
 

Amen Hallelujah 

Words & Music by Rev. Jason Hubbard 

Inspired by Micah 6:8 

 

Sing Amen  (Sing Amen) 

Hallelujah (Hallelujah) 

Sing Amen  (Sing Amen) 

Hallelujah (Hallelujah) 

 

Be Justice 

Be Kindness 

And walk with the God of your… 

Understanding (Understanding) 

 

 

   

 



 
Reading 

 
Choose Something Like a Star 

by Robert Frost, abridged 
 

O Star (the fairest one in sight), 
We grant your loftiness  

the right to some obscurity of cloud. 
It will not do to say of night, 

Since dark is what brings out your light. 
Some mystery becomes the proud. 

 
Say something to us we can learn  
by heart and when alone repeat. 

Say something!... And it says,... ‘I burn.’ 
 

But say with what degree of heat. 
Use language we can comprehend. 
Tell us what elements you blend. 

It gives us strangely little aid, 
But does tell something in the end. 

 
It asks a little of us here. 

It asks of us a certain height, 
So when at times the mob 

 is swayed to carry praise or blame too far, 
We may choose something like a star 
To stay our minds on... and be staid. 

 
 
 

 
   

 



 
Today’s Teaching Scriptures 

 

Deuteronomy 7:6 For you are a holy people unto the Divine. The God of 

Your Understanding chose in you to become to the Source of Your Life, 

toward all people, a valuable treasure, rising out from all people that are 

upon the face of the earth. 

 

 

Revelation 19:5-6 And a voice came out from the seat of Divine Power 

saying, “Praise God of your Understanding,  all you servants, and all who are 

in awe of the Source of Life, small and great.” 6 Then I heard what seemed 

to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of many waters, and like 

the sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying out, “Hallelu-jah! (Praise Yah) 
 
 
Circle Closing      
 

 Imagine 
By John Lennon 

A New Lyric for our times by Rev. Jason Hubbard 

 

 

Imagine THIS is Heaven, 

It isn’t easy, try. 

No Hell within us; 

A Heaven without lies. 

Imagine all the People 

Living for  today... Ah, Oh… 

 

You may saw we are dreamers 

But we’re not the only ones. 

I hope someday  

we will choose Love, 

So the world will live as One. 

 

 



 
 
Opportunities for Mission & Ministry 
 

The People’s Inauguration - take the Oath at UCCP! 

January 21 - The Courtyard @ UCCP  3-5pm  

 
The People’s Inauguration is a gift to all who have ever felt hopeless about our future, 

overwhelmed by the challenges ahead, breathless from the continued labor for justice, or 

simply not sure where to start in activating change.  

 

UCC Petaluma invites you to a ritual Oath and free 10 day practice to provide you with a 

compass for navigating a nation and world in rebirth. 

 

On Jan 21 from 3:30-5:30pm, come to the Courtyard at UCCP where we will host a 

COVID safe opportunity to stand at the center of our Courtyard and take the People’s 

Inauguration Oath.  What is this oath and why would a person following in the Way of Jesus 

take it?  

 

Valarie Kaur, renowned civil rights activist, author, and founder of the Revolutionary Love 

Project has her Constitutional knowledge and identity as a person of faith to carefully edit the 

President’s Inaugural Oath as an oath that each of us can take personally. The People’s 

Inauguration  invites us to see that the oath to create a more just and loving society is not 

dependent on just one person in a White House. It is a people’s oath to create the world we 

wish to experience. 

 

Let’s join with each other and millions around our nation in taking this oath, as a 

household or individual, one by one at the center of our courtyard on Jan 21, the day after our 

President-elect takes the Oath of Office.  Your Pastor and our Youth will administer the oath, 

safely distanced, and offer you a Worry Doll to take with you as a focus of your CHOICE to 

take responsibility for the practice Radical Love in 2021. 

 

After you take the oath, you can then  join in a free 10-day online program to help reckon 

with all we have lost and point us toward a vision of the society we can build together, 

grounded in Revolutionary Love.  In Valarie’s words: “Revolutions do not happen only in 

grand moments in public view, but also in small pockets of people coming together to inhabit 

a new way of being.” Join Valarie and an extraordinary community of activists, thinkers, 

writers, and artists - including the UCC’s Rev. Dr. Traci Blackmon, Bryan Stevenson, 

Baratunde Thurston, America Ferrera Rabbi Sharon Brous, Ai-jen Poo,, and many more in 

this global movement to reclaim love as a force for justice and change in our world. 

 

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE FREE 10-DAY ONLINE PROGRAM 

https://thepeoplesinauguration.org 

 

Let’s Birth a Future Where Love Is a Force for Justice! 

 

https://thepeoplesinauguration.org/


 
 

Print your  Wheel of the Year!   
 

Our community worships and learns in context with ancient scripture, 

modern art/wisdom, and a liturgical calendar called a Wheel of the 

Year. Please Click Here to print your Wheel for Fall 2020.  This 

season’s Wheel  contains updated festival dates and focus intentions 

that will allow you to customize the Wheel for your journey season. If 

you don’t have a printer, please let us know. Well bring you a copy! 

 

What is a Wheel of the Year?  It’s something like a 

spiritual-religious calendar. It is rendered as a circle which identifies 

the Seasons, Festivals, and Thematic emphasis across Christian practice and many other 

world traditions. The Wheel is customized by each household - adding/removing elements to 

bring the calendar into deep relevance.  The ability to “see” how our tradition lives in time 

relative to other religions and festival seasons greatly enhances one’s ability to practice 

pluralism - a  mutually honoring among traditions. 

 

New Sunday Reflection Circles now forming for the New Year 

Our first Small Commitment Circle sold out!  If you’d like to gather face to face, 

COVID-safe at the church to be supported in the small commitment you make each 

Sunday, please contact Pr. Jason directly to join in. We’ll create as many of these 

worshipful circles as there is interest.  jjhubbs64@gmail.com We’d love to see you! 

 

Anam Cara - Soul Friend - Small Circles 

If you’d rather gather in a more general, yet still worshipful way, to make human 

connection at church, we welcome you to join an Anam Cara Circle. Anam Cara means 

Soul-Friend.  We will model for our city how to gather outdoors, in-person, physically 

distant, and in compliance with all law and regulation to be safely present for one 

another once each month in a way that is "safer than "going to the grocery store" and 

far more meaningful!  Please contact Mary Alden at msj349@gmail.com  if you would 

like to join a circle. 

 

Become a Sunday Zoom Host! 

Thank you all for stepping forward to make this part of our Sunday gathering possible! 

If you’re a person who is comfortable using Zoom, please step forward as a Servant! 

Simply email Dana at danachristianlee@gmail.com to offer your interest.  It’s not hard 

if you are already comfortable with Zoom.  Our ability to have Zoom on Sundays is 

depends on volunteers like you! We’ll train you on the fine details which are few.  It will 

be fun! 

 

 

https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZaS1QXZUmkaScLiFnzboxXacvopemyPxYb7
http://www.pluralism.org/
mailto:jjhubbs64@gmail.com
mailto:danachristianlee@gmail.com

